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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendment was received on 2/9/06, and has been entered and made 
of record. Currently, claims 1, 2, 4, 8, 9, 11-14 and 17-34 are pending. 

Specification 

2. The corrected or substitute specification was received on 9/8/03. The 
specification is acceptable. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims are objected to because of the following informalities: 
Claim 1 , line 3, "the data" should be - the image data -; 

Claim 1, line 14, "based on image data" should be - based on the image data --; 

Claim 8, line 4, "the data" should be - the image data -; 

Claim 8, line 12, "based on image data" should be - based on the image data -; 

Claim 17, line 3, "the data" should be - the image data -; 

Claim 17, line 14, "based on image data" should be - based on the image data ~ 

Claim 18, line 3, "the data" should be - the image data --; 

Claim 26, line 3, "the data" should be - the image data --; and 

Claim 31 , line 3, "the data" should be - the image data -. 

Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections -35USC§112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1,8, 17, 18, 26 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 

paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 

subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

4. Claim 1 recites the limitation "record control means for transferring data and a 
command between the functions assigned to the image supply device and the recording 
device by said assignment means". It is unclear if this data is referring to the image 
data and if this command is a command for recording the image data and/or data. It is 
unclear as to what this command commands in the overall recording operation 
performed by the recording system. Clarification/explanation from the Original 
Specification is respectfully requested. 

5. With respect to claims 8, 17,18, 26 and 31 , arguments analogous to those 
presented for claim 1 , are applicable. 

6. Furthermore, claim 1 recites the limitation transmission means for "transmitting 
function information from at least one of the image supply device and the recording 
device to another device ". It is unclear if this device is referring to a third device. 
Further, it is unclear as to whether this another device performs any operation based on 
the received transmitting function information. The invention appears to be directed to 
controlling the functions between the image supply device and the recording device. It 
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is unclear as to what kind of process is performed by the another device. 
Clarification/explanation from the Original Specification is respectfully requested. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Takahashi U.S. Patent Application Pub. No. 2002/0006235. 

7. With respect to claim 1 , Takahashi discloses a recording system for directly 
connecting an image supply device and a recording device via a general interface 
(paragraph 60), transmitting image data to the recording device from the image supply 
device, and recording the image data (figs. 5 & 9), the recording system, comprising: 

transmission means for establishing a communication procedure by using 
applications installed into the recording device and the image supply device 
(paragraphs 64 & 65), and transmitting function information from at least one of the 
image supply device and the recording device to another device (paragraph 90); 

assignment means for assigning each of a plurality of functions of the recording 
system to either the image supply device or the recording device based on the function 
information transmitted by said transmission means (function information for 
transmitting the image data by the camera in paragraph 90); and 
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record control means for transferring data and a command between the functions 
assigned to the image supply device and the recording device by said assignment 
means, and performing a recording operation by using the recording device based on 
the image data supplied from the image supply device (paragraphs 90-92), 

wherein the image data is selected using the assigned functions assigned by 
said assignment means (paragraph 85). 

8. With respect to claim 2, Takahashi discloses the system according to claim 1 , 
wherein the recording device is set as a host (printer being a host for sending the 
request), the image supply device is set as a slave (camera being a slave for 
responding to the request), and said assignment means is implemented by the 
recording device in the communication interface (fig. 9). 

9. With respect to claim 4, Takahashi discloses the system according to claim 1 , 
wherein the plurality of functions include at least an operation control function including 
a user interface, a storage control function for managing an image file stored in a 
recording medium, or a print control function for controlling the recording operation (step 
6 in fig. 9). 

10. With respect to claim 8, Takahashi teaches a controlling method a recording 
system for establishing direct communication between an image supply device and a 
recording device via a communication interface (paragraph 60), transmitting image data 
to the recording device from the image supply device (figs. 5 & 9), and recording the 
image data, the method comprising: 
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a step of establishing a communication procedure by using applications installed 
in the recording device and the image supply device (paragraphs 64 & 65); 

an assignment step of assigning each of a plurality of functions to either the 
image supply device or the recording device after the communication procedure has 
been established, the functions serving as the recording system (function information for 
transmitting the image data by the camera in paragraph 90); and 

a record controlling step of transferring data and a command between the 
functions assigned to the image supply device and the recording device in said 
assignment step and performing recording by using the recording device based on the 
image data supplied from the image supply device (paragraphs 90-92), 

wherein the image data is selected using the assigned functions assigned in said 
assignment step (paragraph 85). 

1 1 . With respect to claim 9, Takahashi teaches the method according to claim 8, 
wherein the recording device is set as a host (printer being a host for sending the 
request), the image supply device is set as a slave (camera being a slave for 
responding to the request), and said assignment step is performed by the recording 
device in the communication interface (fig. 9). 

12. With respect to claim 1 1 , Takahashi teaches the method according to claim 8, 
wherein the plurality of functions include at least an operation controlling function 
including a user interface, a storage controlling function for managing an image file 
stored in a storage medium, or a recording controlling function for controlling the 
recording operation (step 6 in fig. 9). 
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13. With respect to claim 12, Takahashi teaches the method according to claim 8, 
wherein the image supply device and the recording device can be connected to each 
other via a plurality of communication interfaces, and the image supply device and the 
recording device respectively have a protocol specific to each of the communication 
interfaces (paragraph 64). 

14. With respect to claim 13, Takahashi teaches the method according to claim 8, 
wherein the said assignment step, a function assigned to either the image supply device 
or the recording device is determined according to the connected communication 
interface (paragraphs 64-65). 

15. With respect to claim 14, Takahashi teaches the method according to claim 8, 
wherein the plurality of functions include at least one of an image format support, layout 
printing, date printing, file name printing, image correction, size-fixed print, image 
clipping, and print job format support function (paragraph 66). 

16. With respect to claim 17, Takahashi discloses a recording device which directly 
communicates with an image supply device via a communication interface (paragraph 
60), receives image data from the image supply device, and records the image data 
(figs. 5 & 9), the recording device comprising: 

acquiring means for establishing a communication procedure with the image 
supply device and acquiring information about a function of the image supply device 
(paragraphs 63-65 & fig.6); 

assignment means for assigning each of a plurality of functions for a recording 
system including the recording device and the image supply device to either the image 
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supply device or the recording device based on the function acquired by said acquiring 
means and the information about a function of the recording device (function information 
for transmitting the image data by the camera in paragraph 90); and 

recording control means for transferring/receiving data and a command by using 
the functions assigned to the image supply device and the recording device by said 
assignment means and performing a recording operation based on image data supplied 
from the image supply device (paragraphs 90-92), 

wherein the image data is selected using the assigned functions assigned by 
said assigning means (paragraph 85). 

17. With respect to claim 19, Takahashi discloses the recording device according to 
claim 17, wherein the image supply device and the recording device can be connected 
to each other via a plurality of communication interfaces, and the image supply device 
and the recording device respectively have a protocol specific to each of the 
communication interfaces (paragraph 64). 

18. With respect to claim 20, Takahashi discloses the recording device according to 
claim 17, wherein said assignment means assigns at least an operation control function 
including a user interface, a storage control function for managing an image file stored 
in a storage medium, or a print control function for controlling a printing operation to 
either the image supply device or the recording device (step 6 in fig. 9). 

19. With respect to claim 21 , Takahashi discloses the recording device according to 
claim 17, wherein the plurality of functions include at least any of an operation control 
function including a user interface, a storage control function for managing an image file 
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stored in a storage medium, and a print control function for controlling the recording 
operation (step 6 in fig. 9). 

20. With respect to claim 18, Takahashi discloses an image supply device which 
directly communicates with a recording device via a communication interface 
(paragraph 60), transmits image data to the recording device, and causes the recording 
device to record the image data (figs. 5 & 9), the device comprising: 

acquiring means for establishing a communication procedure between the 
recording device and the image supply device and acquiring information about a 
function of the recording device (paragraphs 63-65 & fig.6); 

assignment means for assigning each of a plurality of functions for a recording 
system including the recording device and the image supply device to either the 
recording device or the image supply device based on the information about the 
function acquired by said acquiring means and tire information about a function of the 
image supply device (function information for transmitting the image data by the camera 
in paragraph 90); and 

recording control means for receiving/transferring data and a command by using 
the functions assigned to the recording device and the image supply device by said 
assignment means and causing the recording device to perform recording (paragraphs 
90-92), 

wherein the image data is selected using the assigned functions assigned by 
said assignment means (paragraph 85). 
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21 . With respect to claim 22, Takahashi discloses the image supply device according 
to claim 18, wherein the plurality of functions include at least one of an image format 
support, layout printing, date printing, file name printing, image correction, size-fixed 
print, image clipping, and print job format support function (paragraph 66). 

22. With respect to claim 23, Takahashi discloses the image supply device according 
to claim 22, wherein the image supply device and the recording device can be 
connected to each other via a plurality of communication interfaces, and the image 
supply device and the recording device respectively have a protocol specific to each of 
the communication interfaces (paragraph 64). 

23. With respect to claim 24, Takahashi discloses the image supply device according 
to claim 23, wherein said assignment means assigns a function to either the image 
supply device or the recording device according to the connected communication 
interface (paragraph 64). 

24. With respect to claim 25, Takahashi discloses the image supply device according 
to claim 23, wherein the plurality of functions include at least one of an image format 
support, layout printing, date printing, file name printing, image correction, size-fixed 
print, image clipping, and print job format support function (paragraph 66). 

25. With respect to claim 26, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 18, 
are applicable. 

26. With respect to claim 27, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 19, 
are applicable. 
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27. With respect to claim 28, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 20, 
are applicable. 

28. With respect to claim 29, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 21 , 
are applicable. 

29. With respect to claim 30, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 22, 
are applicable. 

30. With respect to claim 31 , arguments analogous to those presented for claim 1 8, 
are applicable. 

31 . With respect to claim 32, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 23, 
are applicable. 

32. With respect to claim 33, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 24, 
are applicable. 

33. With respect to claim 34, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 22, 
are applicable. 
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